Past Alumni Association President 


Death takes Ron Mahanes, ‘53 


Ronnie Armstrong Mahanes, 
59, President of the Augusta 
Military Academy Alumni Associ- 
ation from 1984 through 1986, 
passed away after a long illness 
on 4 July 1995 in Sunset, SC. 

After AMA, Ron attended the 
American University and was the 
previous owner of The Flower Mart 
and University-Mahanes Florist in 
Charlottesville, the city where he 
was born. 

While in Charlottesville, Ron was 
elected president of the Exchange 
Club. He was a member of the 
Orange Chapter of Harley Owners 
Group, and had been active on the 
Democratic State Committee in his 
home state, Virginia. 

Alumni Association President 
Gary Nicholson, ‘70, called Ron, 
“one of the truest friends Augusta 
ever had. We were saddened to hear that he had lost his battle to the 
illness he had fought with such strength and courage.” Ron attended the 
1995 Reunion in May, though he was too ill to participate in all the functions. 

Goodloe Saunders, ‘57, who bought the flower businesses from Ronnie, 
said that “Ron lived and breathed AMA. It was his avocation. He was always 
‘talking up’ the school and telling everyone what a wonderful place AMA 
was, and all it meant to him and his family.” 

He is survived by his wife, Dora “Doe” Harmon Mahanes; his mother, 
Virginia. Lang Mahanes; his children, Ronnie A. Mahanes, Il of 
Charlottesville, Gary Wayland Mahanes of Charleston, SC, Melanie Lang 
Mahanes-Scates of Richmond, and Spencer Armstrong Mahanes of 
Charlottesville; and two step-daughters, Theresa A. Theodose and Lynn T. 
Theodose of Boulder, CO. 

He also is survived by one brother, Dr. James R. Mahanes, ‘56, of 


Easley, SC. 

Doe is living at 1119 Cleo Chapman 
Highway, Sunset, SC 29685. Memorials INSIDE 
may be made to Hospice of the Piedmont, Salute to our Heroes 
1290 Seminole Trail, Charlottesville, VA x 
22901, or to the AMA Legacy Scholarship of World War Il - 9 


Fund, P.O. Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 
24437-0101. (See page 5) 
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Augusta Military Academy 
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September 1995 


Dear Fellow Alumnus: 


We were all saddened to hear that our dear friend Ron Mahanes, ‘53, had lost his battle to the illness 
he had fought with such courage and strength. Our sincere condolences go out to Doe, and to all of his 
family and friends. Every Augusta alumnus owes Ron an unamended debt. His every waking thought 
was for his school, its traditions, and the hoped for reopening. 

Ron was a strong supporter of a new program for alumni to honor their school - the AMA Legacy 
Scholarship Fund. His wish was fulfilled, and now each year the child or grandchild of an AMA alumnus 
receives a $1000 scholarship to attend college, or some other postsecondary study course. 

What better tribute to Ron than a contribution to the Legacy Scholarship Fund in his name! | am 
humbled and privileged to be the first person to make a donation to the new Honors and Memorials 
program described on page 5. My donation, and hopefully yours, will help assure that AMA's heritage is 
preserved, and that deserving offspring of Augusta men get an education. 

If Ron can see us now, | know that he is smiling. | believe this is exactly what he would want in tribute 
to all he did for our beloved AMA, as its former Alumni Association President, and as a Alumni Association 


Board member for many years. 


Waa eRe 


Newsletter of the AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
P.O, Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 


Editor: Bob Bradford, ‘50 
Circulation Manager: Ed Click, ‘50 


The Bayonet is distributed to alumni 
and friends of the Augusta Military 
Academy. Notice of changes of 
address should be sent to Alumni 
Records, c/o Edwin Click, Rt. 1, Box 
12, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-9703. 
Please provide your 9-digit ZIP code! 


The Bayonet welcomes information and 
articles for or about AMA alumni. Share 
the news of promotions, awards, re- 
tirement, births, marriages, deaths, etc. 
Please print or type your submission 
Mail or FAX information to: 
Bob Bradford 
1325 Virginia Street 
Danville, CA 94526-1241 
Phone 510/837-8083 
FAX 510/838-0928 
PRODIGY JPWF19A 
INTERNET reb111270@aol.com 


| hope you'll join me in this tribute to a very good friend. 


RK. Gary Wieholsou, ‘70 


President, AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 


AMA Wilderness 
Academy plans 
moving ahead 


Colonel Eugene Nervo, oper- 
ator of the Wilderness Academy 
in Craig County, VA, has told 
The Bayonet that he has gotten 
“the major part of the financing 
necessary to purchase the AMA 
buildings and grounds.” 

By unanimous vote, the Au- 
gusta County Board of Zoning 
Appeals has approved a special 
use permit which would enable 
Nervo to open a school for “at 
risk” boys at AMA as early as 
September 20. Initially, Nervo 
would use only the gymnasium 
and Davis Hall (J Barracks). 

Bankruptcy Court 

The Federal Bankruptcy Court, 
which has control of the proper- 
ty since the Culbertson family 
defaulted on a Crestar Bank 


loan, has given Nervo until early 
September to come up with all 
the necessary funding. Nervo 
says that “we have overcome 
one hurdle, but we still have a 
way to go before we'll have full 
funding of the purchase.” 
Neighbors sue 

A group of 20 Fort Defiance 
residents, most of them rela- 
tively new to the area, have 
gone to court to block the sale 
to Nervo, saying they are 
concerned about their “safety 
and well-being.” Colonel Nervo, 
a retired Marine Corps officer, 
previously had met with local 
residents, trying to alleviate 
their concerns. Several of the 
20 names on the petition have 
been questioned by Nervo who 
indicated that they were added 
to the petition without the per- 
mission of the people named 
No date has been set for a 
court hearing on the petition. 


1930 

Rear Admiral Joseph Yon was 
in the VMI Class of ‘34, then 
received his medical degree at 
the University of Virginia. He 
joined the Navy Medical Corps 
in 1938 and retired in 1972. 
Son Joe majored in medicine 
and Don majored in law, both 
at UVa. 


Ed Hildebrand lives in Staun- 
ton. His dear wife, Susan, 
passed away 7 May 1995. Our 
thoughts are with you, Ed. 


1936 

Colonel Sam Jordan, USAF, 
Retired, has sold the family 
farm in Smithfield, VA that has 
been in the family for 150 
years. Sam is living in Colorado 
Springs, and attended the 71st 
Recon Group reunion in his 
hometown. 


1937 
Bill Gray, the Alumni Associa- 
tion Chaplain, and Betty Taylor 
were married 12 August at the 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church in 
Alexandria, VA. Congratulations 
to Bill and Betty! 


Rudy Crisman, football star at 
AMA and Alabama (where he 
played in the Rose Bowl) cele- 
brated his 80th birthday on 21 
August. Rudy is recovering 
from triple bypass surgery. 


1938 
Captain Larry Kurtz, USN, 
Retired, has been busy check- 
ing up on his two children and 
nine grandkids. He took time off 
to take his RV to Big Bend Na- 
tional Park in Texas. He is now 


working with the Emergency 
Management teams in his 
hometown, Punta Gorda, FL, 
setting up an airborne television 
program to survey post-storm 
damage during the hurricane 
season. 


1939 
Mickey Gordon and Libby re- 
traced Mickey's steps in World 
War Il. First, a nostalgic visit to 
Okinawa where Mick fought 
with the First Marine Division; 
then, a trip to China where the 
Gordons visited with Alvaro 
Escallon, ‘41, Columbia's Am- 
bassador to China. 
wer 


Mickey Gordon, ‘39, a Marine 
on Guadalcanal in 1944, top; 
and, bottom, trading a Wash- 
ington, DC police patch for a 
Shanghai patch, July, 1995. 
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Glass Notes \ Glass Notes \ Glass Notes 


George Leatherman and Nellie 
have lived the last 54 years on 
the family farm in Old Fields, 
WV. Son George graduated 
from West Point in 1973. Son 
Albert went to West Point for a 
year, then transferred to West 
Virginia where he received a 
degree in civil engineering. 


V.P. Leavel writes that he is 
“glad to be back in Virginia". He 
has just relocated to Staunton. 


1943 

Earl Cabaniss would do just 
about anything to get his hands 
on a 1941 Recall. He says if 
someone can “make a copy, | 
will be glad to pay for the 
copying.” Earl and Faye visited 
California's Bay area in mid- 
July and had dinner with Bob 
Bradford, ‘50, and Nancy. 


Judge B. A. “Monk” Davis is 
looking for Willard A. Craft 
who attended AMA with him. 
Does anyone know what has 
happened to him? After AMA, 
Monk went in the Air Corps as 
an aerial gunner; came home 
and went to W&L; finished Law 
School in ‘51, and has been a 
Circuit Court Judge in Rocky 
Mount, VA since 1973. He was 
Chairman of the Council on 
Criminal Justice in 1978, ap- 
pointed by the late Governor 
John Dalton. 


John Younger has written from 
East Point, GA, looking for two 
guys who were at AMA with 
him - one named Frickie from 
Little Rock and a Smith from 
Fayetteville, NC. Can you help 
John find his two classmates? 


4 September 1995 


1944 
John Hockman writes from 
West Point, VA that his son-in- 
law is Chief of Staff and Head 
Coach of the P.G. football 
program at Hargrave Military 
Academy. John says Har- 
grave’s games with Fork Union 
remind him of the traditional 
AMA-SMA rivalry. 


1945 
Donald W. Browne has retired 
from Pittsburgh Plate Glass 
after 30 years. He and Carolyn 
celebrated 46 years of marriage 
in March. Their daughter 
teaches school in Maryville, TN 
and his son, a West Pointer, is 
a lieutenant colonel and battal- 
ion commander at Fort Stewart. 


1946 

Colonel Jimmy Pigg, USA, 
Retired, left the Army in 1982 
and retired “for the last time” in 
1993 as manager of a resort 
condo. Jimmy is doing volun- 
teer work for his church and at 
Elgin Air Force Base. He often 
visits his son in Atlanta, his 
daughter and granddaughter in 
Goldsboro, NC, and he goes on 
Caribbean cruises whenever 
possible. 


Dr. Paul Moerschell writes us 
from Virginia Beach that he is 
practicing dentistry in Chesa- 
peake. He recently bought a 
24-foot boat and is spending 
much of his time on the water. 
Paul is a tournament bridge 
player and loves woodworking. 


1947 
John Herring has returned 
home to Richmond from a tour 


of France and Italy with 21 
students from James Madison 
University. 


Bobbie Bowie lives on St. 
Simons Island, GA. 


1948 
Richard McLaughlin has made 
arrangements to get a mother 
and her two children out of war- 
torn Sarajevo. Working with his 
Rotary Club in Babylon, NY and 
the UN, Richard will host the 
family at his home. 


Richard McLaughlin, ‘48, at his 
circa 1800 house in Babylon, NY. 


Bill Rand plans a trip to Wash- 
ington, DC to visit the Korean 
War Memorial. Bill served in the 
Army from 1952 to 1954 during 
that war. 


Hal Walters and Nancy will 
attend the US Naval Academy’s 
150th Anniversary in October. 
He finished at Annapolis in ‘53 
and served on a destroyer 
during the Korean War. Hal is 
still teaching golfing fundamen- 
tals in the local Palm Beach, FL 
school system. 


Bill Harris and Frances attend- 
ed the 100th Anniversary of his 
old Public School 6 in New 
York City in May. They are in 
their busiest time of the year at 
the Heart of My Heart Bed and 
Breakfast in Round Top, TX. 


1949 

Louie Philhower has lived in 
Macon, GA since 1957. He 
owned a brokerage company 
specializing in industrial reve- 
nue bonds. He and Mary have 
three children and three grand- 
children. He went to Ireland in 
April for a week with 35 other 
J.C. Bradford brokers. Hopes 
some alumni will get off I-75 to 
come and visit him. 


Buddy Cole retired from the 
National Casket Company in 
1985 after 21 years. He and 
Connie have been married 42 
years. They have two children - 
Susan Cole Friend and Bill 
Cole, Jr., and three grandkids. 
Buddy said he is proud of the 
White Page he got his senior 
year, but it was because “/ just 
didn’t get caught!” 


Thorne McLoney lives in 
Cynthiana, KY. After attending 
Duke and Trinity College, he 
received his degree by certified 
mail in the day room of Battery 
C, 1st Battalion, 41st Field 
Artillery on Smoke Bomb Hill at 
Fort Bragg! 


1950 
Jim Starnes founded and was 
CEO of FYI Online, a compu- 
terized database, a joint ven- 
ture between MCI and Equifax. 
(continued on page 6) 
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Augusta Military Academy 
Alumni Association, Inc. 


September 1995 
Dear AMA Alumnus, 


I have long been loath to ask anyone to take money from his pocket to support my own pet projects, but 
I want to ask your support for our Association’s scholarship programs. We support two of them, the VMI 
Scholarship Fund and the AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund. 


The VMI Scholarships were established years ago to reaffirm the long-standing AMA-VMI ties that went 
back to Charles S. Roller, Jr., who graduated from VMI. Many of Augusta's graduates followed in his 
footsteps, including his own son, Charlie. The VMI Fund has grown to a sum of $23,000 invested, which 
last year earned about 85% of the money required to fund our four annual scholarships. The VMI 
Scholarships are awarded by the VMI office of student aid, and are restricted to young men enrolled at 
Virginia Military Institute. 


The Legacy Scholarship was established three years ago to provide educational aid to any child or 
grandchild of any AMA cadet. Boys and girls are equally eligible for the $1,000 scholarship, which is 
awarded during the first year of enrollment in any accredited college. Selection is by an independent 
agent based upon the merit of the individual’s application. Unfortunately, the Legacy Scholarship Fund 
is not sufficiently endowed, and each year’s award must come from the principal of contributions made 
the previous year. We would need to invest about $13,000 to make this award from earnings. 


Gifts to either scholarship fund are tax deductible. Is there a better way to help preserve Augusta’s name 
in education and to provide meaningful support to a student preparing for the future? At the same time, 
you can honor a friend, a schoolmate, or a faculty member (living or dead) by making a gift in his or 
her name. Every gift will be acknowledged; gifts of $25 or more will be bragged about in The Bayonet 
(see box below); and gifts over $50 will entitle you to an Association blazer patch! Of course, anonymous 
donations are welcome, too. 


Why not send me your check today to Box 101, Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101? Don’t forget to specify 
which fund you wish to support, and to name anyone, living or dead, whom you wish to honor with your 
donation. I will acknowledge your gift by return mail, and the good it can do will extend far beyond tax 
time! (Take an additional moment and update your address, zip code, and telephone. I will forward to 
Bob Bradford any news you include for The Bayonet. Thanks!) 


HONORS & MEMORIALS Sincerely, 
To the AMA Legacy Scholarship Fund: Ed 
Gary Nicholeon, *50 - $100 - Ed Click, ‘50 
Tin snemory of Ric. Mahanes, +83 Treanarér 


Mickey Gordon, *39 - $25 - 


In memory of Ron Mahanes, 53 


6 September 1995 


CLASS NOTES (from page 4) 
MCI later bought out Equifax, 
and Jim is now Vice President 
of Equifax. He lives in Crowns- 
ville, MD and, after attending 
the University of Maryland, was 
a fighter pilot in the USAF. Jim 
says he played the double-bell 
euphonium in the AMA band - 
“a lost art!” 


Bob Tomczak has been with 
the Probation Offices in Marin 
and Monterey, CA and now is 
with the Sacramento Probation 
Department. After AMA, Bob 
went to Virginia Tech, was hurt 
playing football, went into the 
Army, attended OCS, and was 
an Infantry officer in the Korean 
War. He's been in California for 
43 years. 


George Chandler married 
Rosemary 25 years ago. After 
service in the USAF, George 
worked for the Federal gov- 
ernment for 30 years. Rose- 
mary had six children by a pre- 
vious marriage and the whole 
bunch moved to Alabama in 
1992. They have a house on 
Lake Martin and they would 
love to have old AMA friends 
come and visit. 


1951 

Charles "Bud" Hargrave says 
that after leaving the nine-to- 
five world, he and Bett are 
travelling and enjoying their 
four grandchildren, with number 
five due soon. Bud lives in 
Lexington, NC. 


Jack Hodge and Mary Scott 
have been on business trips to 
Salt Lake City, San Antonio, 


and Savannah. After 38 years, 
Jack will be retiring from the 
Virginia Department of Trans- 
portation March 1, 1996. They 
are enjoying their new home in 
Blackstone. 


Archie Crawford has been 
honored by the Maryland- 
Virginia Junior Wrestling State 
Association for “outstanding 
support for and dedication to 
the sport of wrestling.” Last fall, 
Archie was named to the 
Washington, DC Boxing Hall of 
Fame. He has_ coached 
wrestling for the last 24 years, 
including a high school All- 
American, three NCAA All- 
Americans, and a_ national 
champion. Congratulations to 
Coach Archie Crawford! 


1952 
Duncan Wong writes from 
Panama that he became a 
grandfather for the first time 
April 30. After 40 years in the 
hardware business, Duncan 
plans to retire. 


1953 
Manual Balbis is President of 
Galaxy InterAmerica Company. 
He has taken up permanent 
residence in Miami after 30 
years working overseas for 
Firestone. 


Alex Wattay and his Diane 
went to a Vietnam vets’ reunion 
after the May AMA Reunion, 
and had “a real emotional 
‘wringing out’ seeing people | 
had not seen in 28 years... 
men | served with in Vietnam, 
and their widows.” Alex retired 
in March from American Airlines 


where he was a top pilot. 


Harold “Charlie” Chow writes 
from Honolulu that after working 
for Pan Am for 32 years, he 
now is a part-time assistant to 
the VP for flight operations at 
Hawaiian Airlines. Charlie has 
been married for 38 years and 
they have four daughters. “/ 
really enjoy reading about my 
classmates from the ‘good old 
days’ at AMA.” 


1954 
Bernie Cockrell was glad to 
get Colonel Hoover's address in 
a recent Bayonet and plans to 


write him a letter. Bernie's 
Internet address: FlaRealtor 
@aol.com. 

Ken Hoke writes: “Johnnie, 


Pete, FE, Tommie, Doc, Lee, 
Punchie, Gus, Chip and Parker 
- possibly the best class at 
Augusta. It was the best of 
times, and | think of these guys 
often.” 


1955 
Jack Meier just closed down 
Noll Printing in Huntington, IN 
and has joined Brown Printing 
as Director of Customer Ser- 
vices at their Franklin, KY plant. 


Bill Johnson’s daughter was 
elected Phi Beta Kappa in her 
UNC graduating class and is 
headed for medical school. 
Another daughter is married to 
a career army officer, and lives 
at Fort Benning. His son has a 
landscaping business in Ra- 
leigh and a stepson runs a deer 
and turkey hunting operation on 
Bill's farm. Bill raises peanuts, 


cotton, wheat and soybeans in 
Jackson, NC. 


1956 

Dr. Jim Hollar has been a 
chiropractor in Hickory, NC for 
the past 32 years. He and Ann 
have three children - their 
daughter recently - graduated 
from UCLA, and their sons are 
at the University of Georgia and 
North Carolina. He remembers 
AMA “for the cold winter show- 
ers and the PX jukebox playing 
‘Down by the Riverside’ .” 


1958 

Duke Fancher will retire from 
the Washington Post at the end 
of October after 27 years. He 
will spend November in Bali, 
Java and Indonesia - “a retire- 
ment gift to myself!” Duke will 
continue to live in the DC area, 
spending lots of time in 
Clearwater and St. Petersburg 
each year. His Internet address: 
Tdfan@aol.com. 


1960 

Bill McVey is Director of Manu- 
facturing at R. G. Barry in San 
Antonio. After graduating from 
VMI, Bill became a Marine 
fighter pilot, flying numerous 
combat missions in Vietnam. 
He and Millie have been happi- 
ly-ever-aftering for 31 years 
and have two daughters and 
one grandchild. 


Luke Snyder spent 15 years in 
the family Coca-Cola business, 
then opened his own British 
sports car restoration service in 
Charlotte. Ten years later, he 
sold that business, and is now 
in charge of customer service 


at Blackhawk Hardware. He 
married in 1967, and they have 
three children, the oldest hav- 
ing just graduated from college. 


1961 
Donald Swanson and Connie 
recently went to Alaska to bring 
their two grandchildren back to 
the lower 48 states. Son Travis 
was stationed in Anchorage 
with the Army and has been 
transferred to Fort Benning, 
GA. Daughter Tiffany is married 
and just completed radiology 
school in Maryland. Don is a 
corrections officer for the Flori- 
da Department of Corrections. 


1962 

Bill Brooks owns a military 
arms and antique store in Mont- 
gomery, AL. And. he'd like to 
buy any patches, badges, flight 
jackets, etc. from World War Il 
through Vietnam. Call him at 
334/244-1916 if you have such 
items to sell, or know someone 
who does. Bill also is looking 
for Joe Kamper who was his 
roommate at Augusta. 


1964 

Dorsey Thompson is project 
engineer on a low-level radio- 
active waste facility for Raythe- 
on at Hanford, WA. Wife Judy 
is secretary at a local church. 
Son Louis just graduated from 
trucking school in Stewart, FL. 
Dorsey’s hobbies include long- 
distance cycling and golf. 


1967 
Jim Stillwagon hopes that he 
and his brother, Tom, will be 
able to attend the next reunion. 
Jim writes to The Bayonet from 
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his home in Columbus, OH. 


Mitchell Toms was married in 
April to Susan Thomas. They 
live in Charlottesville where he 
is in the real estate, commercial 
and investment business. 


1968 

Mark Hollomon is the manager 
of Pinson Mounds State Ar- 
chaeological Area in central 
Tennessee, near Jackson. He 
has been with the Tennessee 
State Park sysyem for 22 
years. Wife, Kathy, teaches 6th 
grade in Henderson and their 
daughter, Tay Anne, will attend 
Lambuth University this fall. In- 
ternet address: mark@jackson. 
freenet.org 


Stan Bane is a manufacturer's 
sales representative for Avery 
Dennison in Crosby, TX, out- 
side Houston. After military 
service, Stan stayed in the 
Army Reserves where he now 
is a battalion commander with 
the rank of lieutenant colonel. 
He was called to active duty in 
Desert Storm and received the 
Bronze Star (V) medal. 


1969 
Nicky Syropoulos has a new 
job as distributor for Lingard 
Klein's pet supplies. Nicky 
lives in Baltimore. 


Pete Orndorff retired from the 
military in 1990, having split his 
20 years of service between the 
Marines and the Air Force. Now 
with the federal Drug Enforce- 
ment Agency, he travels often 
to Latin America. Married 23 


8 September 1995 
years, he has three children. 


1970 

Don Gable is Vice President of 
J, Edward Connelly Associates 
in Pittsburgh. His company is 
involved with incentive market- 
ing, hotels, riverboats, and 
casinos in Biloxi, MS, St. Louis, 
and Davenport, IA. He offers 
AMA alumni special packages 
for travel to any of these desti- 
nations. Don's Prodigy address: 
TBCM87A@prodigy.com. 


Lieutenant Colonel Steve G. 
Trent will retire from the Army 
sometime this year. Steve 
received the Legion of Merit 
just before he left the Chief of 
Staff's office at the Pentagon. 
Daughter Rebecca will attend 
Radford University this fall 
while son Adam “pulled an A in 
geometry in high school last 
mid-term.” 


Jorge Rovirosa writes from 
Miami that he is on the trail of 
Roberto "Bobby" Gomez 
whose whereabouts are un- 
known to the AMA Alumni 
Association. Jorge says that 
Bobby used to manage food 
service for an Intercontinental 
Hotel in Nicaragua and married 
his girlfriend from Stuart Hall. 
Can anyone help us find Bobby 
Gomez? 


1971 
Larry “Stride” Coleman is now 
living at Smith Mountain Lake 
near Moneta, VA. He says it 
was “great seeing everyone at 
the May reunion in Staunton.” 


1974 
Howard Peterson sends The 
Bayonet his e-mail address: 


eard@plunger. gdeb.com. 


1975 
Major Larry D. Nicholson, 
USMC, is reporting to Camp 
Lejeune, NC after having been 
a United Nations Military Ob- 
servor in Palestine (Gaza), 
Jerusalem and Egypt. 


1976 

Michael Arrington writes that 
he has “spoken by e-mail to 
Shawn Ogimachi, thanks to 
the Bayonet.” Michael is a TV 
writer/producer at NASA, and 
has just completed a screen- 
play. He is looking for contacts 
in the film and video industry 
who might arrange for someone 
to read his script. Can anyone 
help our fellow alum? 


1977 

Master Sergeant Ed Long is 
in the Army, stationed with the 
Army Recruiting Command in 
East Tennessee. He just receiv- 
ed orders to the Minneapolis 
Recruiting Battalion. His father 
is the late Paul Long, ‘51, who 
passed away in May of 1994. 


Shawn Ogimachi and wife, 
Tonie, spent two weeks in Baja, 
California fishing and camping 
in June. Shawn is back at his 
desk as a Systems Analyst at 
the University of California in 
Santa Cruz. Tonie will teach at 
the University this fall. 


1978 
Wilks has been with 
Nabisco for the last dozen 
years and is an _ account 
manager in the Richmond/ 
Norfolk area. Joel has been 
married to Karen for twelve 
years and they have two sons. 


Joel 


AMA ALUMNI 
BOARD MEETS 


Saturday morning, 


October 28 


Quality Inn 
New Market, VA 


ALL ALUMNI WELCOME! 
Computer Addresses 
AMA Alumni on PRODIGY: 
ARRINGTON, MIKE, '76 KGCK20A 
BRADFORD, BOB, ‘50 -. JPWF19A 
CASEY, PHIL, ‘63------ weeewee JNVF36A, 
GABLE, DON, ‘70 TBCM87A 


GETTZ, GARY, ‘78 —-----—------------- JRBF87A 


HARRIS, BILL, “48 —~ YXXM29A, 
MATTON, STEVE, ‘69 ----- WPVF11A 
MAY, HARRY, ‘47 -—------------------- DANN93A 
NICHOLSON, GARY, ‘70 —------—---- TXPV87A 
O'BRIEN, Mark, ‘79 * VWCY53A 
ORNDORFF, PETE, ‘69 *- GPFP34A 
POOLE, ALAN, ‘67 --. = JJBW75A 
RUSSELL, JACK, '50 ~~ SURV81A 
SYROPOULOS, NICK, -WURL45A 


WALTERS, HAL, ‘48 MKTK52A 
NOTE: If you are not on PRODIGY, you must 
add @prodigy.com to the addresses above. 


AMA Alumni on the INTERNET: 
ADAMS, BOB - ‘63 - 
meadams@ecuvm.cis.ecu.edu 
ARONSON, MARC, ‘68 - 
pan@notary.pgh.net 
BABIONE, WILLIAM P., ‘56 - * 
bbabione@mercury.uark.edu 
BRADFORD, BOB, ‘50 - 
reb111270@aol.com 
BRIGGS, MARK, ‘68 - 
markcode@aol.com 
CARTWRIGHT, PAUL, ‘74 - 
ewtek@aol.com 
FANCHER, DUKE, ‘58 - * 
tdfan@aol.com 
HARGRAVE, CHARLES, ‘51 -* 
betthar@aol.com 
HOLLOMON, MARK, ‘68 - * 
mark@jackson.freenet.org 
HUME, JIM, ‘57 - 
jhume@ed.co.sanmateo.ca.us 
MEEK, CHRIS, ‘84 - 
cmeek@engws4.ic.sunysb.edu 
OGIMACHI, SHAWN, ‘77 -* 
ogi@cats.uscs.edu 
PETERSON, HOWARD, ‘74 - * 
eard@plunger.gdeb.com 

* New address 
If you have a computer address, 
please send it to The Bayonet for 
publication in future issues. 

Internet: reb111270@aol.com 


Prodigy: JPWF19A 
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Our Honored Dead of World War II 


There are 54 names on the plaque that 
hung in the front arch at Big Barracks. Fifty- 
two AMA alumni whose names are inscribed 
thereon gave their lives for their country in 
the great World War II. (See page 13 for the 
story on the other two fellows whose names 
are on the plaque) 

With the assistance of many Augusta alum- 
ni who served in World War II, we have 
pieced together the records of most of 
Augusta’s heros. Special thanks to Harry 
Campbell, ‘70, whose position in the 
Department of Defense enabled him to 
locate many military records from 
the War. We hope that other alumni 
can help us fill in the missing 
blanks where no military record can 
be found. 

666 
ADAMS, Hawes Netherlands - At 
AMA in late ‘30's; 2nd Lieutenant 
Adams, USAF, 14th Ferrying 
Group, was killed 14 June 1943 
when his fighter crashed near 
Atar, Mauritania, Africa. Interred “t 
at Spring Hill Cemetery, ** 
Lynchburg. 
ooo 

AST, Robert J. - Class of ‘38; 
Pittsburgh, PA; 2nd Lieutenant 
Ast, Company F, 28th Infantry 
Regiment, 8th Infantry Division was killed 10 Decem- 
ber 1944 near Vossenack, Germany in the Huertgen 
Forest. When enemy machine gun fire pinned down 
his company, Ast crawled forward with a rifle and 
hand grenades to eliminate three enemy machine 
gun emplacements. Instantly killed by a mortar blast 
Received Silver Star. Interred in U.S. Military 
Cemetery Henri-Chapelle, Belgium 

ooo 
BAIR, Parke J. - Class of ‘42; Gap, PA; Sergeant 
Bair, 8th Air Force, was killed 22 November 1943 
when his aircraft crashed near Markech, North Africa. 
Interred in Belleville Presbyterian Cemetery, Gap, PA. 

6606 
BELL, Joseph X - Attended AMA ‘34; Goshen, 
VA; Major Bell, 36th Fighter Group, USAF, failed to 
return in his P-47 from an armed reconnaissance 


mission over Germany 10 March 1945. Received 
Silver Star. Body recovered late in the war. Interred 
in U.S. Military Cemetery Henri-Chapelle, Belgium. 
ooo 
BOWLING, Thomas C., Jr. - Class of ‘26; 
Charles Town, WV; Sergeant Bowling, 117th Infantry 
Regiment, 30th Infantry Division, was killed in action 
9 August 1944 near St. Barthelmy, France. Awarded 
Silver Star posthumously. Interred in Episcopal 
Church Yard, Charles Town, WV. 
ooo 
BRADLEY, Claude P. - Class of ‘43; Culpeper, 
VA; Sergeant Bradley was killed Christmas Day 1944 
when the troopship Leopoldville was torpedoed in the 
English Channel. His body was never 


recovered. 
ooo 
BUCKLEY, Charles Dowell - Class 
of ‘34; Mountain Home, CA; 1st Lieutenant 
Buckley, Company G, 6th Armored Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Armored Division, was killed 8 
November 1942 at the Port of Oran during 
the Allied invasion of North Africa. 
Interred in Knollkreg Memorial Park, 
Abingdon, VA. 
ooo 
BYRD, Franklin James - 
Attended AMA 1933-34; Balti- 
more, MD; 1st Lieutenant Byrd, 
South Atlantic Wing, Air Trans- 
port, USAF, was killed 3 March 
1943 when the plane he co- 
piloted crashed 25 miles from the 
city of Acarau, Brazil. Interred in 
Lorraine Park Cemetery, Baltimore, MD. 
ooo 
CLYBORNE, Clarence A. - Class of ‘37; 
Bluefield, WV; 2nd Lieutenant Clyborne, US Army, 
9th Bombardment Squadron, was captured by the 
Japanese Army 1 December 1943 after his B-24 was 
shot down north of Rangoon, Burma. Last seen alive 
by fellow crewmen on 3 December 1943. Suffered a 
compound fracture of right leg in parachute jump. 
Japanese officer repeatedly beat his injured leg with 
the flat side of a sword. Available witnesses indicate 
that Lieutenant Clyborne was executed by the 
Japanese in mid-December 1943. Received the Air 


Medal. 
666 
CRUMMETT, Charles M., Jr.- Staunton, VA; 


10 September 1995 


AMA Class not known. Corporal Crummett, 400th Bombardment 
Squadron, 90th Bombardment Group, USAF, was killed in action 
3 March 1945 while returning from a combat mission over 
Japanese-held Formosa. He was tail-gunner on a B-24J forced to 
crash land in the Lingayen Gulf, Philippine Islands. Received Air 
Medal. His body was not recovered. 

ooo 
CRUMMETT, W. Frank - Staunton, VA; attended AMA 1941. 
Service record not found. 

oo6 


DERMODY, Philip J. - Sewickley, PA; attended AMA 1939-41. 
Service record not found. 
ooo 


EBORN, J. DAVIDSON, JR. - Hometown unknown; years at 
AMA unknown; served in Marines, was killed by rifle fire in China 
20 May 1946. Service record not found. 

ooo 
ELLENBERGER, Hubert, Jr. - Altoona, PA; Class of ‘41. 2nd 
Lieutenant Ellenberger, US Army, unit not listed, was killed in ac- 
tion 7 August 1943 in Italy. Interred in Arlington National Cemetery. 

ooo 
GITTENS, Sidney R. - Atlantic City, NJ; Class of ‘40. 2nd Lieu- 
tenant Gittens, 417th Infantry Regiment, 76th Infantry Division, was 
killed in action 7 March 1945 near Eitelsbach, Germany. Interred 
in Sherwood Burial Park, Salem, Roanoke County, VA. 

oo°0 
GREELEY, Ralph J. - Gloucester, MA; Class of ‘35. Corporal 
Greeley, L Company, 22nd Marine Regiment, 6th Marine Division, 
was killed in action 12 May 1945 on Okinawa. Interred in Calvary 
Cemetery, Gloucester, MA. 

ooo 
GUERRANT, Morris P. - Roanoke, VA; Class of ‘42. 1st Lieu- 
tenant Guerrant, Company B, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
82nd Airborne Division, was killed in action 30 April 1945 near 
Bleckede, Germany on the Elbe River. Received the Silver Star 
posthumously. He advanced well ahead of his platoon’s scouts, 
over open terrain, armed only with a pistol and a hand grenade. 
Enemy fire pinned down the platoon, but Lieutenant Guerrant con- 
tinued to advance, killing two of the enemy and forcing the rest to 
retreat. He was mortally wounded, but continued to fire on the 
enemy until his death. He had previously received the Bronze Star. 
Interred in Evergreen Cemetery, Roanoke, VA 

ooo 
HAMILTON, Elbert F. - Birmingham, AL; Class of ‘42. 2nd 
Lieutenant Hamilton, 508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Air- 
borne Division, died 4 July 1944 of wounds he received during the 
Normandy invasion. As a Path Finder, Hamilton was parachuted 
into France in advance of the invasion. He posthumously received 
the Silver Star. (His brother, Frank, was killed in action 8 February 
1944). Both are interred in Elmwood Cemetery, Birmingham, AL. 

606 
HANES, Charles R. - Winston-Salem, NC; Class of ‘32. Private 


Salute to AMA’s heroes at ‘95 Reunion 


At the 1995 annual reunion in Staunton, tribute was paid to all AMA alumni who 
served in World War II, and particularly to those who were killed in the War. AMA 
Alumni Association Vice President Bob Bradford, ‘50, paid tribute to AMA’s heroes 
at the Saturday night banquet, May 6, 1995. His remarks are reproduced below. 


He said: "Yesterday, December 7th, 1941, a date that 
will live in infamy...“ We ail know those familiar open- 
ing lines when President Roosevelt addressed a joint 
session of Congress on December 8, 1941 - the day 
after the Japanese attack at Pearl Harbor - the day before Germany and Italy declared 
war on the United States. 

We may not all remember the closing lines of President Roosevelt's speech: He said: 
"With confidence in our armed forces, with the unbounded determination of our people, 
we shall achieve the inevitable triumph, so help us God." 

Franklin Roosevelt was not alive when that “inevitable triumph" was achieved fifty 
years ago this year. Nor was Morris Guerrant, AMA, Class of ‘42, alive. 

"Punchy" - AMA’s boxing champ - was killed in a fire fight with German troops on 
30 April 1945 - fifty years ago last Sunday - just two years after he and Earl Cabaniss 
co-captained the CW Company at Fort Defiance - and only seven days before the war 
ended in Europe. 

Adolph Hitler killed himself the same day that Morris Guerrant died. It was not a 
reasonable trade. 

Many of you in this room were not yet born when Morris Guerrant died on the last day 
of April in 1945. And yet, | say to you that Punchy and all those other brave Augusta 
men died as surely for your freedom as they did for the freedom of their contemporaries. 
God, grant that there is no person in this room who takes those precious freedoms for 
granted. The liberty that permits us freedom of assembly here in this room - the 
freedom that gives you the right to hold a job and own a car and get the education and 
training that AMA gave each of us. Behind those freedoms stand all the men and boys 
who fought and died in all the wars of our country's past. Men and boys who died 
before many of us were born. Or who died at our sides in combat. 

We salute tonight that last time that our United States truly was united in purpose. 
Tonight - on the eve of the fiftieth anniversary of Germany's surrender, we honor every 
man of Augusta who wore an American uniform in World War Il. The soldiers and 
sailors and Marines and airmen and Coastguardsmen who put themselves in harm's 
way to achieve that "inevitable triumph" President Roosevelt had boldly predicted 
four bloody years before. 

Fifty years ago today, Mickey Gordon, AMA, Class of ‘39, was on Okinawa. On the 
evening of 4 May, his ship - the USS Sangamon - was hit by a kamikaze attack - a 
direct hit on the flight deck. Thankfully, Mickey was ashore. And he is here with 
us tonight. Ralph Greely, AMA, Class of ‘35, was also on Okinawa. And there he 
died on the 12th of May of 1945 in the last and biggest battle of the War involving 
540,000 American troops and 1600 ships - eclipsing even D-Day in troops and fire- 
power. And there were 50,000 American casualties, which helped President Truman 
decide to use the atomic bomb. All this a reminder that the end of the war in Europe 
which we commemorate tomorrow did not &nd World War II. Victory was achieved 
finally at the cost of more than 400,000 boys and men who did not come home. 
| will now call the honor roll of th® brave Augusta Military Academy 

men who lost their lives in World War II, and AMA veterans 
of the War who are here tonight will respond 
as each name is called. 
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Hanes, Company |, 142nd Infantry Regiment, 36th Infantry 
Division, was killed in action 13 September 1944 near Altavilla, 
Italy. He received the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously 
for extraordinary heroism. Hanes moved well ahead of his platoon 
in the face of concentrated rifle and machine gun fire. Hanes killed 
a machine gun crew with a grenade, then continued to move 
forward under fire. He was struck by a burst of machine gun fire 
and mortally wounded. Interred in the U.S. Military Cemetery Sicily- 
Rome, Nettuno, Italy. 
ooo 


HARSHBARGER, Calvin W. - Mount Sidney, VA; Class of 
‘38. Private First Class Harshbarger, Company G, 5th Infantry 
Regiment, 71st Infantry Division, was killed in action 25 March 
1945 near Lingenfeld, Germany. Interred in Salem Lutheran Ceme- 
tery, Augusta County, VA. 

666 


HIGGINS, Donald R. - Rockville, MD; Class of ‘43. Staff 
Sergeant Higgins, 511 Military Police Battalion, U.S. Army, was 
killed in the European Theater on 29 October 1944. Received the 
Bronze Star for valor. Interred in the U.S. Military Cemetery Henri- 
Chapelle, Belgium. 

ooo 


JONES, Thaddeus W., Jr. - Cheriton, VA; Class of ‘39. 1st 
Lieutenant Jones, 8th Photo Squadron, 6th Reconnaissance 
Group, U.S. Army, died in an air crash in the Pacific Theater. 
Received the Air Medal. His body was not recovered. 

ooo 
KLAUS, Julian M. - Richmond, VA; attended AMA 1924-26. 
Service record not found. 

oo6 


MACE, Ollie D., Jr. - Hometown unknown; attended AMA in 
1942-43. Service record not found. 

ooo 
MACEY, John J. - Paris, KY; Class of ‘33. 1st Lieutenant 
Macey, 337th Infantry Regiment, 85th Infantry Division, was killed 
in a motor vehicle accident 14 July 1944 near Grosseto, Italy. At 
the time of his death, he was Intelligence Officer (S2) for the 1st 
Battalion, 337th Infantry Regiment. Interred in U.S. Military 
Cemetery Follonica, Florence, Italy. 

ooo 
MATHEWS, John Hubert - Cass, Wy; Class of ‘26. Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Mathews, 16th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, 
was killed in action 6 June 1944 on Omaha Beach, Normandy, 
France. As regimental executive officer, he went ashore in the 
second assault wave to establish a forward command post. The 
first person out of his landing craft, Colonel Mathews drew the full 
effect of a German machine gun. He died at the water's edge. He 
has previously received the Silver Star in Sicily and received the 
Distinguished Service Cross posthumously for his heroic actions on 
D-Day. Interred in U.S. Military Cemetery Normandy. 

ooo 
McCLATCHEY, James B. - Munhall, Pa; attended AMA 1938- 
39. 1st Lieutenant McClatchey, 84th Field Artillery Battalion, 9th 


12 September 1995 


Infantry Division, was killed in action 20 June 1944 
near St. Mere Eglise, France. He received the Bronze 


Star. 

ooo 
McHARG, Henry K. - East Tawas, MI; attended 
AMA 1929-30. Service record not found. 

ooo 
McNEER, Baxter E. - Athens, VW; at AMA in 
1937. Service record not found. 

ooo 
McPHERSON, Rufus A. - Raleigh, NC; class 
unknown. Private First Class McPeherson, Company 
B, 322nd Infantry Regiment, 81st Infantry Division, 
was killed in action 29 September 1944 on Anguar 
Island, Palau Islands. Interred in Oakwood Cemetery, 


Raleigh, NC 

ooo 
MONTGOMERY, William J. - Palestine, TX; 
Class of ‘32. 2nd Lieutenant Montgomery, 364th Bom- 
bardment Squadron, 92nd Bombardment Group, was 
listed as missing in action 22 February 1944 when the 
B-17G he was co-piloting was damaged by antiaircraft 
fire over Aalborg, Denmark, and was last seen in dis- 
tress over the North Sea. The aircraft and crew never 
were recovered. Montgomery received the Air Medal. 

ooo 
MOORE, Thomas R. - Charles Town, VW; Class 
of ‘33. Private Moore, Company K, 16th Infantry 
Regiment, 1st Infantry Division, died 25 November 
1944 as a result of wounds he received in action near 
Hiestern, Germany on 24 November. He received the 
Silver Star posthumously. Interred in Edge Hill Cem- 
etery, Charles Town, WV. 

ooo 
MORRIS, Hampden P. - Staunton, VA; Class of 
‘33. Service record not found. 

ooo 
ODOM, Alfred F. - Arlington, Va; Class of ‘38. 2nd 
Lieutenant Odom, 342nd Bombardment Squadron (H), 
97th Bombardment Group, was reported missing in 
action when the bomber he co-piloted did not return 
from a mission over Steyr, Austria. His status was 
changed to killed in action when the aircrew's remains 
were recovered from a common grave in Ostarijie, 
Yugoslavia. Interred in Arlington National Cemetery. 

ooo 
PRESTON, B. Spotswood - Charles Town, WW; 
Class of ‘32. 1st Lieutenant Preston, Company |, 24th 
Marine Regiment, 4th Marine Division, was killed in 
action the first week of February 1944 on the Kwaja- 
lein Atoll, Marshall Islands. Interred in Highland Me- 
morial Cemetery, Knoxville, TN. 


PRYOR, Louis J. - Charlottesville, VA; Class of 
‘30. Service record not found 

ooo 
RALEIGH, Joseph B. - Roanoke, VA; attended 
AMA 1940-41. Private First Class Raleigh, Company 
A, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 
Division, was killed in action 27 September 1942 in 
the vicinity of Point Cruz, Guadalcanal, British Solo- 
mon Islands. His body was never recovered. 

ooo 
RANSOM, Matt W., III - Roanoke Rapids, NC; 
Class of ‘43. Sergeant Ransom, 726th Bombardment 
Squadron, 452nd Bombardment Group (H), was killed 
in action 12 October 1944, two miles west of the 
Royal Air Force Base at Linconshire, England. In- 
terred in U.S. Military Cemetery, Cambridge, England. 

6606 
REDGRAVE, C. Derek - Ridgewood, NJ; Class of 
‘40. Service record not found. 

ooo 
SEARCY, James F. - Carlisle Barracks, PA; Class 
of ‘37. 1st Lieutenant Searcy, 41st Signal Company, 
41st Infantry Division, was killed in action 1 July 1942 
in Nassau Bay, New Guinea. Interred in Fort Sam 
Houston Cemetery, Fort Sam Houston, TX. 

ooo 
SMITH, Harry Lee - Delaplane, VA; attended AMA 
in 1939-40. Corporal Smith, Company C, 853rd Engi- 
neer Aviation Battalion, was killed in action 27 No- 
vember 1943 when the British troop ship HMS Rohna 
was sunk by a German glider bomb in the Mediterra- 
nean Sea, 15 miles north of Djidjelli, Algeria. His body 
was not recovered. 

ooo 
STONE, W. Larry - Bland, VA; attended AMA in 
1936-37. Service record not found. 

ooo 
TUTWILER, W. Frank - Weyers Cave, VA; at- 
tended AMA 1936-37. Service record not found. 

ooo 
VIDNOVIC, Steve - Portvue, McKeesport, PA; 
attended AMA 1941-42. Technical Sergeant Vidnovic, 
Company B, 333rd Infantry Regiment, 84th Infantry 
Division, was killed in action 26 December 1944 near 
Verdenne, Belgium. Interred in U.S. Military Cemete- 
ty, Henri-Chapelle, Belgium. 

ooo 
WATKINS, R. Douglas - South Boston, VA; 
Class of ‘34. Service record not found. 

ooo 
WEAVER, John J. - Newark, DE; Class of ‘35. 
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Mistakes on the front arch plaque 

At least two names on the front arch plaque 
honoring Augusta's World War Il dead apparently 
are there in error. 

John R. Leatherman, ‘42, of Moorefield, WV 
was listed as killed in action. Not so, says his 
brother George Leatherman, ‘39. George writes, 
“as much as my brother Johnnie wanted to get in 
the Air Corps, he could not because of his 
health. He was 20-years-old, not married, and 
working on a barge in the Ohio River when he 
fell overboard and drowned in January of 1945.” 
George says that a tree was planted at Augusta 
in Johnnie’s memory. John and George are 
cousins of the late Ed Leatherman, ‘39. 

Another name on the plaque is that of W. Jack 
Sarricks, ‘43. And Jack insists to The Bayonet 
that he is not dead. 

It seems that Jack was on one of two troop 
ships on the way to lwo Jima. The ship he was 
not on sank, but word of his death reached Fort 
Defiance. Therefore, Major Roller had Jack’s 
name added to the World War II Memorial. 

When the mistake was discovered, it was 
determined that his name was too close to the 
plaque’s center to be removed. Jack says that 
when he returned to visit Augusta after the War, 
“Major Roller didn't seem all that happy to see 
me, since my being alive messed up his plaque.” ’ 


Private First Class Weaver, Company |, 376th Infantry 
Regiment, 94th Infantry Division, was killed in action 
23 March 1945 at Ludwigshafen, Germany. Interred 
in Brightwood Cemetery, Brightwood, VA. 
ooo 
WELLER, Marvin R. - Verona, VA; Class of ‘38. 
Service record not found. 
ooo 
WEST, T. Spotiswood - Hilton Village, VA; at- 
tended AMA 1941-42. Service record not found. 
ooo 
WHARTON, Ferris L. - Newark, DE; attended 
AMA 1934-37. 1st Lieutenant Wharton, Weapons 
Company, 21st Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division, 
was killed in action 21 July 1944 on Guam, Marshall 
Islands. Interred in Arlington National Cemetery. 
ooo 
WHITE, James - Lynchburg, VA; attended AMA 
1936-37. Service record not found. 
ooo 
WILSON, D. Spencer - Hampden-Sydney, VA; 
Class of ‘37. Service record not found. 


ooo 


WISHART, F. Godfrey - No hometown listed; 
Class of ‘43. Sergeant Wishart, 571st Bombardment 
Squadron, 390th Bombardment Group, was killed in 
action 17 February 1945 in the air over Germany. His 
body was never recovered. 


SoOoooooooocoooceG 


The record of Augusta’s heroes is unparalleled. 
Fifty-two boys and men who died too young. And who 
received an uncommon number of citations for acts of 
heroism - two Distinguished Service Crosses; an 
amazing seven Silver Stars; four Air Medals; and 
three Bronze Stars for gallantry. 

And all this from the thirty-four men whose records 
we have been able to locate. The military records of 
eighteen other AMA alumni, killed in the War, cannot 
be found, due, perhaps, to a huge fire years ago at 
the Military Records Center in St. Louis. 

If you can tell us any more about any of AMA’s 
heroes, please write The Bayonet. Something as 
simple as the branch of service, or even the 
hometown, will help us locate the records. Many 
of you WW Il vets may be able to help. Please 
contact us if you can provide any information! 


14 September 1995 


May 16-18, 1996 Reunion in Staunton to honor 
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm Augusta vets 


The 1996 Augusta Military 
Academy Reunion will be 
held the weekend of May 16- 
18 at the Holiday Inn Golf 
and Conference Center in 
Staunton, and will honor 
every cadet who wore our 
country’s uniform during the 
Korean and Vietnam Wars, 
and Operation Desert Storm. 

Alumni Association 
President Gary Nicholson, 
‘70, said that “the veterans of 
Korea and Vietnam did not 
come home to 


said Nicholson. “Any man who 
wore the uniform during these 
grim times had his life totally 
disrupted, and at any moment 
could have found himself in 


was killed in action 21 July 
1953 in the last days of the 
Korean War. Gloyd Rosen, 
‘51, also was reported killed in 
the Korean War. 

Neil K. Maclver, ‘61, was 
killed in action 29 May 1963 in 
Vietnam. 

If anyone knows of other 
AMA men who gave their lives 
for their country in Korea, Viet- 
nam, or Desert Storm, or in any 
other situation while in uniform, 
please advise The Bayonet. 

Alumni help needed 
“We will need lots of 


ticker tape parades 
and brass bands. 
It's high time that 
these true 


"... the veterans of Korea and 
Vietnam did not come home 
to ticker-tape parades and 


help from alumni, 
faculty, and friends 
of Augusta, in 
identifying all the 
guys who served in 


American heroes - é served | 
are honored by \™ Orass bands. It’s high time these conflicts,” said 
Augusta and b that th t A . Nicholson. 1 am 

9 y at these true American Rene at eieey 


America. The brave 
men who went off 
to the unknowns of 
Desert Storm are 
no less heroes and 
are equally deserving of our 
gratitude.” 

The 1995 Augusta reunion 
was dedicated to all the AMA 
cadets who were in World War 
ll. The honor roll of those 
Augusta men who died in the 
war was read, and World War II 
veterans present responded as 
the names were announced. 
(See pages 10-11) 

Looking for Vets 

Efforts are underway to iden- 
tify every AMA alumnus who 
was in uniform during Korea, 
Vietnam and Desert Storm. “It 
doesn't matter if the fellow 
went to the battlefield or not,” 


heroes are honored by 
Augusta and by America." 


Cadets who were in uniform 
during any of these conflicts, 
and those who know other AMA 
alumni who served, are asked 
to contact The Bayonet with 
this information. Beginning with 
the next issue, the Honor Roll 
of those who served will ap- 
pear, and names will be added 
throughout this year and next 
with the hope of having a rea- 
sonably complete list by the 
time of next May's reunion. 

Killed in action 

The Bayonet, to date, has 
received the names of three 
alumni who died in these 
conflicts. Rahily Rhodes, ‘47, 


alumnus, whether or 
not he served in the 
military during these 
times, will plan on 
attending our May 
16-18, 1996 Reunion, and 
joining in the tribute to these 
great and brave fellows.” 


PLEASE SEND ANY 
INFORMATION ABOUT 
AMA ALUMNI WHO 
SERVED IN 

KOREA, 
VIETNAM, or 
DESERT STORM 


to 
BOB BRADFORD 
1325 VIRGINIA STREET 
DANVILLE, CA 94526 
FAX: 510/838-0928 
e-mail: reb111270@aol.com 
=e See 


Top, Barry in 1942. 
The Germans had 
occupied Holland, 
but Barry’s family 
was still “free”; 
center, Barry at 
Augusta in 1946, 
when he wrote his 
book; bottom, 
Barry in 1982 just 
after his book had 
been published. 


“The Diary of Barry 
Spanjaard”, perhaps? 


“! wrote the manuscript in my room 
at AMA instead of doing my homework. 
! was caught by one of the teachers 
who took it away... then came back 
with an offer to print it in the Richmond 
and Baltimore papers. If | had said 
yes, well, that's how ‘The Diary of Anne 
Frank’ got its start... and my story was 
a year before that, so, who knows.../ 
might have become Anne Frank.” 


Whose typewriter did Barry use? 

In my 1947 Recall, Barry Spanjaard wrote the 
following: “... Thanks a (million) for letting me use your 
typewriter all the time..." 

Now, nearly half a century later, neither of us can be 
sure that Barry used my battered old portable to type 
his moving story. Of course, | didn't know that he was 
writing a story, and he can't remember for certain that 
he used my machine. 

But | would like to think that he did. | would like to 
think that my second-hand Royal typewriter played 
some insignificant part in bringing his story to life. 

~ Bob Bradford, ‘50 
Don't Fence Me In! is in its 16th printing. Published by B&B 
Publishing, P.O. Box 800165, Santa Clarita, CA 91380. 
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SPC TLIGHT on 
BARRY SPANJAARD 


What no one at AMA knew in 1946 was that Barry Spanjaard was 
writing a book. He was supposed to be doing his homework in his 
third stoop room, but instead he was writing down the experiences 
he had just endured in a series of Nazi concentration camps. 

Young Barry, then age 16, had been saved from death 
because he was an American citizen. His parents were Dutch 
Jews who had come to America in 1920. Barry was born in 
a New York hospital on 16 August 1929, and in 1932, the 
Spanjaard family returned to Amsterdam where they were 
living when the Germans marched in in 1940 

It seemed that Barry's American birth would protect him 
and his family from the Nazi “final solution,” but in April of 
1943 the family was arrested and sent to Westerbork, a 
camp near the German border. From there, they eventually 
wound up in the infamous Bergen-Belsen where the German 
commandant once said, “the only way a Jew will ever leave 


this camp, is through (a) chimney.” 

Six hundred fifty-five days after their 
imprisonment, the Spanjaard family finally 
was set free in a prisoner exchange in the 
last days of January, 1945. But Barry’s 
father lived only two days after reaching 
freedom in Switzerland, dead after nearly 
two years of mistreatment and mainour- 
ishment in the death camps of the Third 
Reich. Barry and his mother sailed for 
America on the Grispholm. As the ship 
docked in New York, young Barry heard 
the voice of Bing Crosby on a P.A. system 
singing Don't Fence Me /n, in honor of all 
the G.I.’s on board who had been POWs. 

With many family members to welcome 
them, the Spanjaards began to prepare for life in a 
country where young Barry could speak not a word of 
English. Someone in the family must have decided that 
a military school would be a good place for this veteran 
of German concentration camps, so Barry found him- 
self at AMA in the Fall of 1945. Needless to say, he 
was not particularly fond of being ordered about by 
authorities in uniform 

“1 did not plan to write a book,” says Spanjaard. “/ 
wrote down things to get them off my chest. When | 
finished writing all | could, | put the manuscript away 
for 30 years until my wife found it, and it became a 
book in 1981." The title: Don't Fence Me In! 

To date, 70,000 copies have sold, including 20,000 in 
Japan. And Barry tours the country telling the story of 
the Holocaust. Oh, Barry was in US Army Intelligence 
from 1953 until 1955. They sent him to Germany 


16 September 1995 


AMA in 1920 


Night sky, 1965 


Drill call in the ‘50’s 


Big Barracks, July of 1995 


Augusta Memories... 


Mess hall door, July of 1995 
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Jimmy Pigg, ‘46, says that the 50th anniversary of World War II has brought back lots of 
memories. "/ think often of the years 1942 to 1945 at AMA. Military convoys on US 11 passed 
AMA on the way to the P.O.E. at Norfolk, and then to North Africa, and later on to D-Day. 
Members of some of the convoys would stop by Augusta to say goodbye to cadet friends, or 
to their sons." 


Thorne McLoney, ‘49, says that he "shares a common bond with many other men who ex- 
perienced and learned well the lessons of AMA. Who can’t remember ‘Big Boy’s’ lessons of 
discipline and personal integrity? If these concepts are alive in us today, we have only to 
recall Colonel Roller." 


George Chandler, ‘50, says that he shovelled so much coal at AMA that he felt right at home 
when his uncle offered him a job in the boiler room of a hospital in Bowie, Maryland. George 
attended AMA for six years and remembers "the uniform changes through the years, the 
wooden rifles during the War, the Enfields, and finally, the M1s... | was in charge of the laundry 
and trunk rooms. Guess where the cannon was hidden for a couple of months once! And | 
was as shocked as anyone when the sheep and cows were herded onto the stoops on the 
night before graduation.” 


Archie Crawford, ‘51, confesses that he “painted the cannon and the sentry box blood 
red...some of us took all the silverware out of the mess hall for a while and hung it all in the 
well at the church. | got a blank sheet of paper from Colonel Roller on Graduation Day - a 
long story |'ll tell sometime..." 


Duncan Wong, ‘52, remembers that in the last days of the 1949 school year, "/ caught mumps 
and missed all the Finals ceremonies. | remember those lovely spring days in Virginia. Colonel 
Gardner would take us out to the field for French classes. On Mother's Day, Mrs. Robinson's 
garden would be depleted of flowers as the Corps pinned on flowers on the way to church. | 
usually picked a dandelion, a plant which was around in profusion." 


Two great World 
War II heroes were 
friends of “The Big 
Boy”. General 
Marshall, the Chief 
of Staff (and later 
Secretary of State), 
was in the VMI 
Class of 1901 with 
General Roller. Ike 
had a family tie - his 
mother was born in Classmates, General Roller and 
Mount Sidney. General George Marshall in 1951 


at their Class of ‘01 VMI reunion. President Eisenhower visits Fort Defiance in 1960. Note that 
Both starred on the football team. General Roller is wearing his @b Astra pin. 


18 September 1995 


Silent Sentinel... 


George W. Jones, ‘23 
21 August 1994, in Sun City Center, 
FL, age 91. Native of Chatham, VA; 
graduate of Hampden-Sydney; taught 
school in Pittsylvania (VA) school 
system. LTC, USAF, Retd. 
Stephen Timberlake, ‘28 

18 June 1995, at Sunnyside Retire- 
ment Center, Harrisonburg, after a 
long illness, age 86. Attended UNC 
and UVa School of Law; practiced law 
in Staunton, then took over the family 
farms in Highland County; Republican 
candidate for US House in 1948 and 
for Lieutenant Governor of Virginia in 


1953; joined Community Federal S&L 
in 1954, where he retired as President 
in 1974. Survived by three sons, a 
daughter, five grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 
Robert Loring Wilson, ‘38 
11 June 1995, in St. Petersburg, FL, 
age 74. Native of White Plains, NY; 
graduate of Washington & Lee and 
University of Florida School of Law; 
past president of Easter Seal Society 
of Pinellas and West Pasco; Kiwanis 
Club president; Captain, 45th Infantry, 
World War Il. Survived by two daugh- 
ters, a son, and four grandchildren. 
Burnley M. Tabakin, ‘44 
5 July 1995, in Norfolk. President of 
Meyers & Tabakin Furniture. 
Ernest Wasco, ‘45 
22 December 1993, in Robbinsville, 
NJ, of cancer, age 67. Contractor; 
active in children’s work; co-founded 
Juvenile Conference for young people 
in trouble; Little League field dedicat- 
ed to Ernest in Princeton Junction, 
NJ. Survived by his wife, Florence, 
and three children. 
William Shepard, ‘50 
25 April 1993, in Selma, VA. 
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Ron A. Mahanes, ‘53 
4 July 1995, at Sunset, SC. See story 
on page 1 . 
Wade N. Hansborough, ‘60 
26 September 1994, of The Plains, 
VA, in a trailer accident in Princess 
Anne County, MD. Survived by his 
wife, Debra, and two daughters. 


Bill Gray, ‘37, Augusta Military 
Academy Chaplain, asks your 
help in reporting the deaths and 
serious illnesses of AMA alumni, 
faculty and friends. 

Bill not only keeps the Alumni 
Association records up-to-date, 
but sends get-well wishes to 
alumni who are ill, and notes of 
condolence to the families of 
Augusta men who have passed 
away. 

Write to: William E. Gray, Jr., 
5840 Cameron Run Terrace, 
#1117, Alexandria, VA 22303- 
2728. 

You can phone Bill at 703/329- 
6745. Your help will be very much 
appreciated. Thank you. 


FAX 510/838-0928. 


_Son! Son! Son! Why haven't you written? 


Remember Tattoo on Sunday nights when you were supposed 
to mail a letter home? Well, we are looking for a letter from you 
now. Please tell us - and your classmates - what you’re up 
to! Use extra paper if necessary. And please print or type. 


MAIL TO: Bob Bradford, 1325 Virginia Street, Danville, CA 94526. 


Your name 


Class 


Address, City, State, ZIP 
Area code and phone 


e-mail 


7OU CANT GO VERZ FAR ~) 
ON AN E/PTZ TANK ~ 


...and your AMA Alumni Association 
can’t run on empty either. 


Nobody likes asking for money, but your AMA Alumni Association can’t operate on 

good will alone. Keeping the mailing lists up to date - distributing The Bayonet - 

keeping the AMA Legacy and VMI Scholarships funded - these things all cost money. 
And the good news is that you can help while taking a tax deduction for your gift! 


Annual Club Funds: Scholarship fund 

Cadet Club ew, Annual fund 

Cadet Club Full ————_—— AMA Legacy Scholarship HH _____}} 
Patch Club ————_ NAME CLASS — | 
Bluestreak Club a ADDRESS 

Blue & White Club $250 ——______ CITY STATE ZIP 


Silver Club | PHONE e-mail 


Gold Club $1,000 —§_—____ Make checks out to: AMA Alumni Association, Inc. 
Please select the annual giving level of your choice. Mail to: P. O. Box 101 


Send in your TAX-DEDUCTIBLE contribution today! Fort Defiance, VA 24437-010 


A.M.A. Alumni Association, Inc. 


P. O. Box 101 Non-Profit Organization 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 U. S. Postage Paid 
Fort Defiance, VA 24437-0101 
Permit No. | 


Address Correction Requested 


IS THIS YOUR CORRECT ADDRESS? * 
We need your 9-DIGIT ZIP CODE 

to assure that the Postal Service 

will deliver future bulk mailings 


